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On the back of a health crisis, that 
turned into an economic nightmare, 
Covid-19 shocks still abound and remain 
a major risk to Kenya’s economic recov-
ery agenda in 2021.

But after an economy goes downhill, 
it can only go one direction; upwards. 
Therefore, holding everything constant 
and leveraging the myriad challenges 
confronted while fighting coronavirus, 
Kenya’s economy has the required ar-
mour to rebuild the various sectors left 
in tatters by the pandemic.

With every sector having been tested by 
the crisis, the economy can only get bet-
ter , and as has been witnessed since Sep-
tember 2020, the stage is set for growth.
Encouraging signs of recovery in sectors 
like trade, transport, tourism and manu-
facturing have been realised since strin-
gent lockdown rules were eased towards 
end of last year.

On the downside, however, fears abound 
that in the event of new rounds of infec-
tions as witnessed in some countries es-
pecially in Europe, things could change.

But banking on the good news on devel-
opment of vaccines, there are high hopes 
that 2021 could turn out to be better 
than 2020.

With a vaccine expected to arrive in 
Kenya by next month, after most of the 
developed world has had its share, the 
already rebounding tourism sector will 
get an extra push to regenerate further.

Kenya should focus on rebuilding 
its Economy this year
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This will have a knock-on effect on other 
sectors as world travel resumes. Hopeful-
ly, it will also see demand for agricultural 
exports increase globally.

But the mandarins at the Central Bank of 
Kenya and National Treasury must work 
closely to ensure funds are available for 
targeted projects and companies.

The Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) which are crucial drivers of the 
economy must not be locked out of busi-
ness for lack of funds. Tools such as SME 
guarantee schemes should unleash funds 
as soon as possible.
This can only be possible with support 
from lenders who will play an important 
role in this renewed economic recovery 
bid.

More importantly, leveraging lessons 
from the pandemic can positively impact 
growth. For example, living within one’s 
means which saw people survive through 
the pandemic by leading lean lifestyles, 
must continue.

If Kenyans and the government continue 
with that spirit, the potential economic 
dividend will be huge. It will not only 
check debt but also cut unnecessary 
spending. 

This way, the country can emerge from 
this turbulent period stronger, before 
the next circle of electioneering kicks in. 
Let’s keep the faith.



Odede’s extra-ordinary work that 
saw President Uhuru award him a 

HSC
By 
Sun Magazine 
Correspondent

urban slums during the Covid-19 
period. This is the second time the 
Head of State is recognizing the 
SHOFCO boss this year, having 
mentioned him during his Mashujaa 
Day celebration speech on October 
20 in Kisii County.

For starters, Odede has served as a 
member of the National Covid-19 
Emergency Response Fund board 
which was tasked with mobilising 
resources for an emergency response 
towards containing the spread, 
effects and impact of the pandemic. 
However, unbeknownst to many, 
Odede was doing much more behind 
the scenes than what was seen or 
heard in public.

At the height of the coronavirus 
pandemic, Odede came through for 
all 14 urban slums SHOFCO has a 
presence in Nairobi, Kisumu and

“
The coronavirus 
messaging was so 
westernised; it 
did not work for 
people who live in 
informal 
settlements. We 
needed a radical-
ly different ap-
proach. Informa-
tion had to come 
from people they 
trust
Kennedy Odede
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Kennedy Odede has always 
been the bearer of good news 
for a population that rarely gets 
such, the slum community.

A man who has dedicated his 
life to feeding, educating and 
treating millions of this 
population for free yet he’s not 
rich, just kind-hearted. And as 
the saying goes…no good deed 
goes unrewarded. Odede was 
the recipient of good news last 
week when he was awarded the 
Head of State Commendation 
(HSC) by President Uhuru 
Kenyatta for his unique 
contribution to the society.

In a Kenya Gazette notice dated 
December 18, 2020, the Shin-
ing Hope for Communities 
(SHOFCO) founder and CEO 
was among 158 eminent Ken-
yans awarded the HSC which is 
reserved for people who exhibit 
exemplary qualities, or achieve-
ments of heroism, patriotism or 
leadership, made an exemplary 
contribution to the country in 
the economic, scientific, aca-
demic, sports, journalism, busi-
ness, security or other fields.

Odede was recognised for his 
incredible work in Kenyan 

Shofco founder and CEO, Kennedy Odede



Mombasa in a way even the gov-
ernment could not manage. Since 
March, they organised several 
training opportunities for Com-
munity Health Volunteers through 
partnerships with the Ministry of 
Health and other Non-Govern-
mental Organisations (NGOs).

Once this was done, they armed 
the volunteers with free masks, 
soaps and sanitizers as they went 
door-to-door educating the slum 
population on the need to take 
precaution against the deadly 
virus. It also helped that SHOFCO 
have a database of the slum dwell-
ers and the volunteers who live in 
the area.

“The coronavirus messaging was 
so westernised; it did not work 
for people who live in informal 
settlements. We needed a radically 
different approach. Information 
had to come from people they 
trust, either religious leaders or 
local people on the ground. That 
is how we managed to contain the 
virus,” Odede said in April.

It did not end there. SHOFCO 
installed 301 handwashing sta-
tions at entry points in each of the 
14 slums they work in, brought 
in tens of millions of litres of free 
water, and with the help of other 
partners, sourced over 400,000 
bars of soaps for distribution.

The organisation also reached 
close to 2 million households in 
slums with their free masks and 
sanitisers. With this, the fear 
among the government and the 
general population that slums 
would be the hardest hit by the 
pandemic due to their unique 
challenges such as lack of running 

water, masks, and the inability 
to practice social distancing was 
quickly extinguished.

If anything, it is the suburbs who 
were, and still do, report more 
cases of new Covid-19 infections 
than slums, all thanks to Odede’s 
SHOFCO. With the hygienic mea-
sures in place and working, Odede 
went an extra mile, including food 
and cash relief to the programme, 
a big boost since most of these 
families had either lost jobs or had 
their businesses suffering.
 
“Most people here do menial 
jobs and when the pandemic 
struck, they lost them. Because 
they live from hand to mouth, it 
was difficult to get food and pay 
rent. Escaping to the village was 
not possible due the cessation of 
movement in and out of Nairobi 
that was in place from March to 
July and so depression set in. This 
is how they commit suicide or 
domestic violence and so the relief 
food and cash helped a great deal,” 
Julia Njoki, a SHOFCO volun-
teer in Mathare told this writer in 
September.

NEWS
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With schools also closed due to the 
pandemic, there was also the added 
burden of more mouths to feed for 
parents who can hardly afford two 
meals a day. For most parents in 
the informal settlements, school is 
always the saviour as their children 
get lunch at the institutions and they 
only have to worry about one meal.

But Odede came to the rescue again. 
Over 600 children, who attend 
SHOFCO’s School for Girls in Kibera 
and Mathare, have had an unrestrict-
ed access to free meals at the 
institutions during the entire period 
that schools have been closed.

While the country’s leadership has 
been bickering as those in positions 
of power plunder public resources 
meant to treat and cushion the citi-
zens against Covid1-9 and its effects, 
Odede used the little he had to make 
a major difference among millions of 
Kenya’s most vulnerable population

You wonder what he could have 
done if he had more. “I want to 
thank His Excellency President Uhu-
ru Kenyatta for this award. I did not 
expect it. It is an indication that he 

One of many shofco handwashing stations in Kibera



The HSC award comes just days 
after Odede was named the Star 
Person of the Year after the slum 
community nominated him 
following the advice and help he 
offered them during the dark 
period of the pandemic.

He has also won numerous in-
ternational awards such as the 
2018 the Conrad N. Hilton Hu-
manitarian Prize, 2014 People’s 
Choice Award for Outstanding 
Social Entrepreneur, Muhammed 
Ali Humanitarian Award among 
others.    

And given he is not about to stop 
supporting the slum community, a 
lot more are surely lined up.

Congratulations, Kennedy Odede, 
HSC.

has seen what we have done in the 
communities during this 
pandemic period,” said Odede, 
upon receiving the HSC.

As he says, he was not expecting 
it, because it has never been about 
him but about a community that 
is so dear to his heart. Odede has 
been doing this since 2004 when 
he founded SHOFCO as a way of 
giving back to society after 
overcoming a tough childhood 
from the informal settlement of 
Kibera, Kenya and Africa’s largest 
slum.

SHOFCO is now a grassroots 
movement that catalyses large-
scale transformation in urban 
slums by providing critical ser-
vices for all, community advocacy 
platforms, education and leader-
ship development for women and 
girls.

Odede’s challenge now is that 
while he has been doing so much 
under the radar, the HSC award 
now props him into public light, 
perhaps adding the weight of 
expectations?

NEWS
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What is certain, however, is that he 
is not about to stop. If anything, he 
was already planning ahead even 
before the President feted him. The 
SHOFCO CEO is among Kenyans 
who have been vocal about Kenya 
getting its house in order as far as the 
Covid-19 vaccine is concerned.

Until last week, when Kenya an-
nounced that it plans to order 24 
million doses of the vaccine, Odede 
had been concerned about the 
muted approach the country had 
taken on the issue and even 
proposed a synchronized approach 
involving government and private 
sector which will help in distribution 
once the vaccine lands in the 
country, cutting out cartels and en-
suring those who really need it get it. 

The slum community was also not 
far away from his mind, expressing 
his desire to see this population 
among those first in line due to their 
unique challenges while also being 
ready to use SHOFCO resources and 
networks to help the government 
distribute the Covid-19 vaccine in 
the informal settlements.



OPINION

I do read political economy 
literature a lot. It is my favorite 
pass time. I recently discovered 
to my disappointment that Ken-
ya’s post-election violence and 
disputed elections have attracted 
numerous international political 
economy studies with very dam-
aging perspectives.

In fact Kenya’s image at the global 
platform has been tragically de-
filed by the numerous occurrences 
of election violence and disputes 
so much that these are captured 
in many global study reports of 
political economy analysis.

These reports are within reach of 
international capital and institu-
tions influencing international 
trade and may very well be im-
pacting negatively on Kenya.
This country deserves better than 
being perceived as not having 
institutional capability to manage 
domestic politics and elections 
maturely and effectively. It is 
unfortunate that Kenya’s political 
formations are personality driven 
and designed to mobilize supports 
by encouraging polarization and 
negative ethnicity.

“
I hold the view, 
that Kenya can 
not, should not 
and must not 
give room to 
possibility of 
another 
elections 
violence or 
fraud at all.
Patrick Odongo

It is my thesis that much as 
fixing the economy and col-
lapsing health care system is 
so urgent, there is also a need 
to prioritize initiating a none 
partisan technocratic process to 
formulate a comprehensive long

term institutional response to 
the question that always under-
lie the persistent occurrences of 
election violence and disputes.

I hold the view, that Kenya 
cannot, should not and must 
not give room to possibility of 
another elections violence or 
fraud at all. Zero possibility 
of election violence and fraud 
policy is a must before 2022 
general election.
This is not an argument of 
validation of the BBI process 
which is structured around 
partisan political interest.
This is a matter which is central 
to our economic development 
and attainment of beneficial 
positions in the global econom-
ic system and sustainability of 
our economic dominance in 
the region of East and Central 
Africa.

It is about looking at our 
country through the lenses of 
patriotism and nationalism as 
opposed to loyalty to a political 
party or personality with politi-
cal interest.
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Kenya must 
tame
political 
recklessness
By
Patrick
Odongo

President Uhuru Kenyatta and DP WIlliam Ruto
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Plastic houses: How 
youth in Kibera are 

putting plastic 
bottle waste into use

By
Japheth Ogamba



BUSINESS
A group of youth in Kibera has taken upon themselves 
to reduce plastic bottle wastes in the area. 
 
Going by the name “Sum Going Green and Clean”, the 
group’s first project was to construct their office using 
plastic bottle waste at Bombolulu area of Kibera.  

The chairman of the 20-member group Gisore Nyabuti 
gave this writer a glimpse of their vision and mission. 

“We started the group with the aim of not only clean-
ing up the environment, but also engaging the youth 
in Kibera who are mostly involved in criminal 
activities and drug abuse. Our project also helps in 
making sure that our neighbourhood is clean,” he said. 

According to Gisore, plastic pollution in the slums is 
majorly an imported problem. He said people are paid 
Ksh500 to dispose trash from other residential areas 
neigbouring Kibera most of which are plastic bottles

“It is true employment has been created for that par-
ticular individual, but that in turn impacts the envi-
ronment negatively,” he said. 

The group is registered and its members collect plastic 
bottles and make better use of them. They makes 
skipping ropes from the leads of plastic bottles which 
they sell at Ksh20. They also make art such as bottle 
hats which are displayed during events at a fee.

The youth have also fenced their vegetable farm using 
plastic waste, planted their crops in bottles filled with 
soil and demarcated various crops using the same 
materials. 

”It is an amazing project whose lifeline is on the line as 
it may be demolished anytime for being close to the

“
We ourselves feel that 
what we are doing 
is a drop of water in 
the ocean, but the 
ocean would be less 
if it was missing that 
drop.

railway line,” visibly devastated Gisore told this writ-
er. 

Without any funding from the government, the 
group has to find their own means which include 
some of its members sacrificing their own wages to 
sustain their activities. 

Well-wishers from the community also donate what 
they can to the cause and tourists who pay a visit 
and tip the group after seeing their house and farm 
projects.

“We have to do what we can to save our environ-
ment,” Gisore said quoting the famous Mary 
Magdalene quote, “we ourselves feel that what we are 
doing is a drop of water in the ocean, but the ocean 
would be less if it was missing that drop.”  
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BUSINESS

According to the World Bank, the world 
generated 242 million tonnes of plastic waste 
in 2016. This waste primarily originated from 
three regions, 57 million tonnes from East 
Asia and the Pacific, 45 million tonnes from 
Europe and Central Asia, and 35 million 
tonnes from North America 

The visibility of plastic waste is increasing 
because of its accumulation in recent decades 
and its negative impact on the surround-
ing environment and human health. Unlike 
organic waste, plastic can take hundreds to 
thousands of years to decompose in nature.
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Plastic waste is causing floods by clogging drains, causing 
respiratory issues when burned, shortening animal lifes-
pans when consumed, and contaminating water bodies 
when dumped into canals and oceans. 

Plastic in itself is made up of components that make it 
hard to decompose. It takes approximately 1000 years for 
a single plastic bottle to decompose



LIFESTYLE

Star Girls Kenya, a dance group formed in the 
heart of Kibera, has become safe haven for 
school-going children who were locked out of 
school when coronavirus hit Kenya in March 
last year. 

The group comprised of girls ranging from eight 
years to 17 years old and is headed by James 
Okello.

With the closure of schools that led to increased 
drug and substance abuse and an upshot in 
pregnancy rates among young girls, James 
Okello, a young man who finished high school 
education recently, wanted to create a platform 
that would act as a safe and creative outlet for 
the girls in his community.

“What pushed me to start this group was real-
ising that a lot of girls in my community were 
sucked into a lifestyle that would make them 
regret in their future. I wanted to create a group 
where I could mentor them and they could 
bring out their skills by helping each other. I 
wanted to know that they would be safe,” James 
Okello.

James is an avid believer in giving back to the 
community and he credits this to those who helped 
him to get to where he is today. His motivation to start 
the group came from wanting the girls to get a fair 
shot at life and to keep them out of harmful activities, 
like drug abuse, and bad company. 
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Star Girls Kenya: How a Kibera dance 
group keeps girls busy during Covid-19 

period
By Mukanzi Lauretta

It has been six months since he founded the Star Girls 
Kenya group and he is happy to know that the girls 
are safe and help each other to nurture their dancing 
skills.

“I joined Star Girls Kenya because I have a talent and I 
did not want it to go to waste,” Lorna Achungu.
Aside from dancing, James says they also participate 
in community service projects.

The girls in his group share in his vision and use dance 
as a means of distraction from all the noise that stems 
from the pandemic and the fact they lack the means to 
access online schooling because of lack of funds.

“I joined the group because I had seen a lot of my 
friends get sucked into vices and I didn’t want to head 
down that path. The group keeps me busy and helps 
me sharpen my dancing skills,” Faith Akinyi.
James says the next step for them is to get involved in 
more competitions and put the girls on the map so 
that their talents get recognised.

“
I joined the group be-
cause I had seen a lot of 
my friends get sucked into 
vices and I didn’t want to 
head down that path.
Faith Akinyi

Star Girs Kenya Dance Crew



ENTERTAINMENT

Moses Omondi, popularly known as Mr Seed, has 
opened up on the hard time he went through after 
Bahati’s team members harassed him every time he up-
loaded his videos on YouTube. 

In an exclusive interview with Sun Magazine, the singer 
says the threats made him quit EMB recording label to 
start his own, Starborn Empire. Mr Seed’s new recording 
studio started operating in March, 2019.

“So far, God has been great and faithful to me and my 
team,” Mr Seed says. 

He says his new established studio has been a great 
blessing to him since he gets to meet and interacts with 
new people who visit his studio. 

“When the right time comes, my team will sit and figure 
out whether to bring new artistes on board or not. For 
now, my main focus is to work with any artiste but I will 
not sign anything with them,” Mr Seed says. 

 With all the drama that went viral between him and 
Kelvin Bahati the CEO of EMB record, the singer de-
nies the claims that he hurriedly reacted by going to the 
Central Police Station to rescue Peter Blessing who was 
accused by Bahati of stealing recording equipment.

“I did not have any bad motive when I went to the 
Central Police Station. I only went there to see my 
producer who was also arrested due to some false 
allegations and that was my first time meeting Peter 
Blessing at the station,” he says. 

He adds: “Even that day when I posted on my Instagram 
page about Peter Blessing, it wasn’t that personal. I was 
just concerned about the boy simply because this is a 
very young person who is still finding his way into the 
industry and seeing what he was going through at that 
time was really disgusting to me.” 

“ 
I did not have any 
bad motive when I 
went to the 
Central Police St.
Mr. Seed

By Walter Mbita
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Mr Seed opens up on 
his work 

relationship with 
Bahati

Gospel Artist, Mr. Seed. Photo: The Star



SPORTS
Gogo Boys’s Shirao bags Golden 

boots award
By Ayub Abdallah
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The forward linked up his outstanding display over 
the two years in the annual Dj sponsored tournament 
to having strong faith in God and giving his best in 
every assignment.

‘’My secrecy behind good display is putting God first 
in whatever I engage in. And giving my best in every 
tournament assignment. God is my pillar. He always 
fight for me. I remember there was a time I had three 
goals in the tournament, and there were players who 
had seven goals. 

“But I didn’t give up. I believe I will score more goals 
to overtake them,” Shirao said. 

He further added that the Kriss Darling Super Cup 
organiser was doubtful if he would win the top scorer 
award.
The former Kibera Lexus striker lauded his 
teammates for helping him to win the award for the 
third time in arrow by having confidence in him.

The lethal finisher says his teammates supported him 
in a big way by giving him confidence and morale 
to work extra harder to bag the top scorer award for 
notching eight goals in Kriss Darling Super Cup 
Tournament.The Upper Hill high school alumnus 
hailed football stakeholders in Kibra for playing key 
role in boosting soccer standards in the area.  

He, however, asked more investors to upgrade playing 
grounds and support grassroot clubs with allowances 
to motivate players. The 2018 Ramadhan Cup 
champions finisher said the improvement in football 
standards has resulted to competition among players 
in Kibra teams.
“When talents are nurtured, the rate of crime will go 
down in the community,’’ the top scorer said. 

The Golden boots award was presented to the top 
scorer by Harambee Stars winger Ayub Timbe. During 
the awards presentation, Timbe promised the Golden 
boots winner Sh30, 000 and two pairs of boots.

Gogo Boys bulky hitman Hil-
lary Shirao has set record in 
Kriss Darling Super Cup for 
bagging Golden boots for the 
third time in arrow.

The talisman scored eight 
goals in the fifth edition of 
highly contested tournament.

Shirao clinched Kriss Darling 
Super Cup Golden boots for 
the first time in 2018 with six 
goals.

He once again scooped the 
tournament top scorer award 
for the second time in 2019, 
for leading the top scorer’s 
summit  with seven goals.
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